
What is Development?
You must be able to describe what is meant by ‘development’ 
You should be able to recognise that levels of development differ around the world 
You could begin to explain why this these differences occur 

´Do Now´ task: What do you think this map shows?  
You have 2 minutes to discuss this with your partner!



Overcrowding 



What is 
development?

Economic development?

Social development?

Environmental development?



“The use of resources to improve the standard 
of living of a nation.” 



What questions could you ask about these 
images?



“The sustainable use of resources to improve 
the standard of living of everyone in a nation.” 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbkSRLYSojo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jbkSRLYSojo


What are development indicators 
and why do they vary?

You must be able to state what a development indicator is. 
You should be able to name a number of development indicators including composite statistics.  
You should be able to describe patterns shown by different development indicators. 
You could offer reasons for varying development patterns that you identify.

Key Words: 
GDP, GNP, HDI, life 
expectancy, literacy rates, 
birth rate, death rate, adult 
literacy rate, number of 
doctors per 1000.



Heads and Tails!
GDP This is calculated using the GDP plus income and expenditure from foreign countries 

GNP The average number of years a person in a country can expect to live

HDI The percentage of people aged over 15 who can read and write 

Life Expectancy The number of people for each doctor in a country

Birth rate The number of live births per thousand of population per year 

Death rate The number of deaths per thousand people per year 

Adult literacy rate The monetary  value of all goods and services over a specific time 

Number of Doctors 
per 1,000 people 

This is a composite statistic, including life expectancy at birth, mean years of schooling, expected years of 
schooling and gross national income per capita



Heads and Tails!
GDP This is calculated using the GDP plus income and expenditure from foreign countries 

GNP The average number of years a person in a country can expect to live

HDI The percentage of people aged over 15 who can read and write 

Life Expectancy The number of people for each doctor in a country

Birth rate The number of live births per thousand of population per year 

Death rate The number of deaths per thousand people per year 

Adult literacy rate The monetary  value of all goods and services over a specific time 

Number of Doctors 
per 1,000 people 

This is a composite statistic, including life expectancy at birth, mean years of schooling, expected years of 
schooling and gross national income per capita



Answers below. Now, for each indicator, add to the sheet 
if it would increase or decrease as a country develops.

GDP The monetary  value of all goods and services over a specific time 

GNP This is calculated using the GDP plus income and expenditure from foreign countries 

HDI
This is a composite statistic, including life expectancy at birth, mean years of schooling, expected years of 

schooling and gross national income per capita

Life Expectancy The average number of years a person in a country can expect to live

Birth rate The number of live births per thousand of population per year 

Death rate The number of deaths per thousand people per year 

Adult literacy rate The percentage of people aged over 15 who can read and write 

Number of Doctors 
per 1,000 people 

The number of people for each doctor in a country 



What is a composite statistic?

https://bluevisionbraskem.com/en/human-development/
what-is-the-hdi/  

The HDI (Human Development Index) is a composite 
statistic, which is a number made up of a variety of 
different measures, such as: 

•GNP per capita 
•Number of years schooling 
•Life expectancy 

The measure ranges from 0 to 1. An HDI between 0.8 
and 1 is high and between 0.6 and 0.4 is low.

https://bluevisionbraskem.com/en/human-development/what-is-the-hdi/
https://bluevisionbraskem.com/en/human-development/what-is-the-hdi/
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Use the map to describe HDI around the world. (4)



Other important aspects of development to think about:

Freedom of speech The right to speak without censorship or restraint by the 
government.

Gender equality Compares statistics such as the literacy rates and employment 
between the sexes.

Distribution of 
wealth 

Inequality of wealth is the gap in income between a country's richest 
and poorest people. It can be measured in many ways, (eg the 
proportion of a country's wealth owned by the richest 10 per cent of 
the population, compared with the proportion owned by the 
remaining 90 per cent).

Unemployment The number of people who cannot find work.

Access to basic 
services 

The availability of services necessary for a healthy life, such as clean 
water and sanitation.

Economic structure The division of a country's economy between primary, secondary 
and tertiary industries.

Access to technology includes statistics such as the percentage of people with access to 
phones, mobile phones, television and the internet.
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3.Explain why birth rates are generally 
higher in LEDCs (4)



What points can we include?

• Limited access to contraception (physical/
financial) 

• Lack of family planning education 
• Cultural preference for large families  
• The role of women in society - lack of education 

of women 
• Fewer women in formal work 
• Culture/religion may prohibit use of 

contraception 



Why do development 
levels vary?

You must be able to list reasons why development varies between countries 
You should be able to explain why development varies between countries including MEDCs, LEDCs and NICs 
You could analyse the impacts of different factors on variables

Using the World Bank data, complete this table 
Spain Bangladesh 

Literacy Rate 

GDP

Life Expectancy 

https://data.worldbank.org 

https://data.worldbank.org


EXAM SKILL
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Explain why life expectancy is generally 
higher in MEDCs (4)

Points available for: 
• Vaccinations 
• Investment in healthcare 
• Quality/Availability of healthcare 
• Sanitation prevents spread of disease 
• Availability of nutritious food/can afford it  
• Provision of pensions  
• Education on issues such as staying healthy and 

personal hygiene



What factors have affected the 
development of our countries?

19



Each group has been given a 
different focus.

20

1. Natural hazards 2. Connectivity 3. Climate (agricultural 
poverty)

4. Climate (diseases) 5. ´good institutions´ 6. Historical factors 
(colonisation) 

7. Location 8. Trade 9. Natural resources 

1. Decide whether your factor is physical or political 
2. Explain how your factor influences poverty 
3. Find two examples 
4. Are there any exceptions? Why?



Natural Hazards Location and 
connectivity 

Climate 
(agriculture) 

Climate 
(diseases)



Good institutions Historical factors Trade Natural resources



Is it as simple as rich and poor?

Why are NICs 
growing rapidly?

You must be able to name locations that are NICs 
You should be able to explain why NICs have experienced growth. 
You could evaluate the relative importance of the factors that have led to NIC growth.

NICs - what are they and why have they grown?



Is it as simple as rich and poor?



Why are NICs growing so 
rapidly?

●A strong and stable government 
●A good level of infrastructure  
●A switch from agricultural (primary) to manufacturing (secondary) 
and service(tertiary) jobs 
●A skilled but relatively cheap workforce  
●Advantages in terms of geographical location (e.g. trade routes) 
●Profits are spent on goods produced in the country or invested 
in other industries  
●Governments welcomed foreign direct investment (FDI) from 
multinational companies 
●A focus on export and trade 



Can aid help countries to 
develop?

You must be able to define examples of aid  
You should be able to explain how aid promotes development  
You could assess the effectiveness of aid 

Starter:  
What do you think this 
 cartoon is suggesting?



Watch 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34N51yTyEbE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=34N51yTyEbE


Types of aid 
Fill in the gaps: Emergency or short term aid, Multilateral aid, Long term or 

development aid, Charitable aid, Conditional or tied aid  
 ……………………….. - needed after sudden disasters such as the 2000 Mozambique 
floods or the 2004 Asian tsunami. 
……………………….. - when one country donates money or resources to another 
  (bilateral aid) but with conditions attached. These conditions will often be in the MEDC’s 
favour, eg the controversial Pergau Dam project in Malaysia, where Britain used aid to 
secure trade deals with Malaysia. 
……………………….. - funded by donations from the public through organisations such 
as OXFAM. 
………………………..- involves providing local communities with education and skills for 
sustainable development, usually through organisations such as Practical Action 
…………………………… - given through international organisations such as the World 
Bank rather than by one specific country.



Types of aid 
How did we do? 

  Emergency or short-term aid - needed after sudden disasters such as the 2000 
Mozambique floods or the 2004 Asian tsunami. 

  Conditional or tied aid - when one country donates money or resources to another (bilateral 
aid) but with conditions attached. These conditions will often be in the MEDC's favour, eg 
the controversial Pergau Dam project in Malaysia, where Britain used aid to secure trade 
deals with Malaysia. 

  Charitable aid - funded by donations from the public through organisations such as OXFAM. 
  Long-term or development aid - involves providing local communities with education and 

skills for sustainable development, usually through organisations such as Practical Action. 
  Multilateral aid - given through international organisations such as the World Bank rather 

than by one specific country.



How effective is aid? 
Top down Bottom up

The aid takes many forms and can be given on a large scale or small scale. Large 
scale aid is called top-down aid as it is usually given to the government of the 
developing country so that they can spend it on the projects that they need. 

Small scale aid projects are called bottom-up aid. These target the people most 
in need of the aid and help them directly, without any government interference. 
Aid from charities tends to be bottom-up aid.



How effective is aid? 
Top down Bottom up

Leads to reliance on foreign aid  

Emergency aid saves lives 

Provision of medical training can 
improve health and standards of 

living 

Corruption can mean that aid is lost 

Some countries may find it hard to repay tied aid 

Some development projects may lead to food and aid costing more 

Aid can be used to put political pressure on the receiving county 







What’s the best way to develop a country? 
Top-down projects

Learning Objectives: 
1. To explain what makes 

development sustainable 
2. To evaluate the sustainability 

of a top-down development 
project

Key Words: 
• Sustainability 
• Top-down project

DO NOW: 
1. Copy title, date and key words 
2. Match the pictures to the correct 

development indicator

1. GDP 
2. Life expectancy 
3. Literacy rate 
4. Unemployment 
5. Education years

A

B C
D

E



Over the next 2 lessons we will explore different ways to help a 
country develop sustainably and evaluate which is best.

TASK: Using the quote to help, discuss what the term sustainable 
development means

Sustainable development means 
improving the quality of life for 
people in the long term. 

Sustainability can be divided into 
social, economic and 
environmental. 

“Give a person a fish and you will feed them 

for a day.  

Teach a person to fish and you will feed them 

for a lifetime.”



Sustainable development
❑  Long term rather than short term? 
❑  Social: Will it improve the day to day quality of 

life for people in need? 
❑  Economic: Will it bring in money? 
❑  Environmental: How much damage will it do to 

the environment?

TASK: There is often drought in sub-Saharan Africa. The quality of 
life for people here can be poor.  
Use the checklist above to decide which of the two solutions on 
the next slide are more sustainable.



Option A
Charities help farming villages 
in the area by teaching the 
villagers how to build and 
maintain (look after) wells. 
They are able to keep this 
project going after the 
charities leave. It will increase 
the amount of water to drink 
and the amount of food local 
people can produce.

The government builds a 
large reservoir (artificial lake) 
for many farming villages to 
share. 
This will increase the amount 
of water people have access 
to which will increase food 
production too. It will cost 
lots of money to build and 
many people will have to be 
moved away from their 
homes to make space to build 
it. 

Option B



Top-down/Bottom-up Projects

There are 2 types of projects that can help 
countries develop: 
• Top-down projects 
• Bottom-up projects 

We will be looking at one of each and deciding 
which is more sustainable.



CASE STUDY: Top-down projects

• These tend to be big schemes 
• Decisions are made by the national 

government OR private companies 
• Local people who often live near the scheme  

are not involved in the decision-making or 
carrying out of the scheme



CASE STUDY: Top-down projects
TASK: Using the information on the sheet, complete the fact file 
below in your exercise book:

1. Name and location of project: 

2. Size: 

3. Why it was built: 

4. Advantages: 

5. Disadvantages:

DONE? Categorise the information into social, economic and 
environmental (make a key)



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EVALUATION                                            PROJECT NAME: ___________________________________ 

Sustainability Good (+2)
Fairly good 

(+1)
Average (0)

Fairly poor 
(-1)

Poor (-2) Sustainability Not applicable

How long it will last: long term (decades, 
centuries)

     How long it will last: short term (months, 
years)

 

Social sustainability: improves quality life 
of everyone in need

     Social sustainability: improves quality of 
life of no one in need

 

Economic sustainability: brings in a lot of 
money

     Economic sustainability: brings in no 
money

 

Environmental sustainability: does no 
damage to the environment

     Environmental sustainability: seriously 
harms the environment

 

Evaluation – How sustainable is the Sardar 
Sarovar Dam?

TASK: Using the continuum below, rate the top-down project for each 
sustainability indicator from +2 being good to -2 being poor. 





What’s the best way to develop a country? 
Bottom-up projects.

Learning Objectives: 
1. To evaluate the 

sustainability of a bottom-
up development project

Key Words: 
• Bottom-up project

DO NOW: 
1. Copy title, date and key 

words 
2. Name the four things that a 

project must be/do if it is 
sustainable.

❑  Long term rather than short term? 

❑  Social: Will it improve the day to day 

quality of life for people? 

❑  Economic: Will it bring in money? 

❑  Environmental: How much damage 

will there be to the environment? 



Top-down projects recap

• These tend to be big schemes 
• Decisions are made by the national government OR 

private companies 
• Local people who often live near the scheme  are 

not involved in the decision making or carrying out 
of the scheme



Bottom-up projects

• Schemes are generally on smaller scale 
• Local people are fully involved in the decision 

making process and carrying out of the scheme 
• They are often not expensive and tend not to 

damage the environment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrmQ9s2t1Jw

TASK: As you watch the video clips, bullet 
point all the advantages WaterAid projects 
bring to people without clean water. 

Challenge: Can you spot any disadvantages?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OJR21JmLyg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrmQ9s2t1Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrmQ9s2t1Jw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OJR21JmLyg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OJR21JmLyg


CASE STUDY: WaterAid, Africa
TASK 1: Use the key below to pick out the information which tells you 
how sustainable this project is. http://www.online-stopwatch.com/eggtimer-

countdown/full-screen/ 

Box any information which tells you how long 
the project lasts
Circle any social impacts

Underline any economic impacts

Wiggly underline any environmental impacts

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/eggtimer-countdown/full-screen/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/eggtimer-countdown/full-screen/


CASE STUDY: WaterAid, Africa
TASK 2: Using the continuum below, rate the bottom-up project for each 
sustainability indicator from +2 being good to -2 being poor. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT EVALUATION                                            PROJECT NAME: ___________________________________ 

Sustainability Good (+2)
Fairly good 

(+1)
Average (0)

Fairly poor 
(-1)

Poor (-2) Sustainability Not applicable

How long it will last: long term (decades, 
centuries)

     How long it will last: short term (months, 
years)

 

Social sustainability: improves quality life 
of everyone in need

     Social sustainability: improves quality of 
life of no one in need

 

Economic sustainability: brings in a lot of 
money

     Economic sustainability: brings in no 
money

 

Environmental sustainability: does no 
damage to the environment

     Environmental sustainability: seriously 
harms the environment

 

Overall, evaluate how sustainable you think this project is (very 
sustainable, quite sustainable, not sustainable) 

Justify your opinion by explaining at least two of the sustainable 
development indicators above.



CASE STUDY: WaterAid, Africa
TASK 3: Having evaluated how sustainable the bottom-up water pumps 
are, create an informative leaflet advertising the scheme for WaterAid 
and encouraging people to donate money.  

It needs to include: 
• Name and location  
• Background info about the project – What is it? Why did it start? 
• All the advantages of the project  
• Some disadvantages of the project





What is the best way to develop a country?

Learning Objectives: 
1. To evaluate the most 

sustainable development 
option

Key Words: 
• Top-down project 
• Bottom-up project 
• Sustainable development

DO NOW: 
1. Copy title, date and key 

words 
2. Complete the card sort 

activity on your table.



TASK: Reread through the two different options for development and 
complete the advantages and disadvantages table on the worksheet.



What method of development is more sustainable?
TASK: Use the writing frame below and all the information you have 
about the top-down project (Sadar Sarovar Dam) and the bottom-up 
project (WaterAid pumps) to decide which project is more sustainable.
Paragraph 1: advantages of your option 

Paragraph 2: disadvantages of your option and advantages of other option 

Paragraph 3: disadvantages of other option 

Paragraph 4: final judgement and conclusion

Remember to 
use your 

sustainability 
checklist!



What method of development is more sustainable?
TASK: Use the writing frame below and all the information you have 
about the top-down project (Sadar Sarovar Dam) and the bottom-up 
project (WaterAid pumps) to decide which project is more sustainable.
Paragraph 1: advantages of your option 
• I think that ________________ is the most sustainable. 
• This is because… 

Paragraph 2: disadvantages of your option and advantages of other option 
• However, there are some disadvantages of my option. For example… 
• Furthermore, there are some advantages to the other option, such as… 

Paragraph 3: disadvantages of other option 
• Nonetheless, the other option has many disadvantages too, like… 

Paragraph 4: final judgement and conclusion 
• Overall, I think that _________ is the most sustainable option because…

Remember to 
use your 

sustainability 
checklist!



Peer assessment
TASK 1: When you have completed the writing task, swap your 
work and use the mark scheme to determine: 
• What level they got (tick correct box) 
• What they did well 
• What improvements they can make 

TASK 2: Get your work back and make suggested 
improvements.

You have 10 
minutes!  

GO!

http://www.online-
stopwatch.com/countdown-
timer/ 

http://www.online-stopwatch.com/countdown-timer/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/countdown-timer/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/countdown-timer/
http://www.online-stopwatch.com/countdown-timer/




Development Revision List 
Key Question Key Concepts 

Have you revised this 
topic?

What is development?
Development  
Development Indicators 

How is development 
measured?

GDP, GNP, HDI, Life Expectancy. Birth Rate, Death Rate, 
Adult Literacy Rate, Number of Doctors per 1000 people 

Why do development 
indicators vary?

For example: 
why is birth rate higher in LEDC´s 
Why is literacy rate higher in MEDC´s…

Why do levels of 
development vary?

MEDC, LEDC, NIC 
Natural hazards, climate, location, connectivity/strategic 
locations, natural resources

What is aid?
What is aid? 
Is aid sustainable? 
Top down and bottom up development


